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Article type: The multifaceted narrative of Prophet Moses and the Israelites (Bant Isra’1l) has been a
Research Article subject of contemplation from various perspectives. A significant part of this narrative

involves the confrontation of Moses and Aaron, where, as interpreted by exegetes, Moses

. . reproached Aaron harshly. This event occurred following Moses' departure for his divine
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appointment and the Israelites' subsequent worship of the Golden Calf. During Moses’
ten-day delay, the Israelites insisted on adopting a tangible deity until his return. In
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Interpreters suggest that this confrontation involved Moses physically seizing Aaron’s
beard and head in anger.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the major doubts surrounding the authenticity of the Holy Quran is the claim that it
was derived from previous sacred texts, particularly the Bible. This claim seeks to question the
divine origin of the Quran and portray it as influenced by Jewish and Christian scriptures. The
Quran refutes this allegation through two main arguments. First, it emphasizes that its language
is clear Arabic (‘Arabi Mubin), which possesses unique characteristics that structurally and
semantically rule out any possibility of borrowing. Second, it invites comparative studies of the
Quran and previous scriptures, which reveal fundamental differences between them. The
corresponding verses are called challenging verses. God asks those who claim that the Quran
has copied other sources, if their claim is true, to bring a surah from the source they claim the
Quran is like. The verse reads "So bring a surah like it". In this study, two surahs of the Holy
Quran that are similar in content have been compared to clarify whether the Quran can be
considered a copy of the Holy Bible.The study aims to examine the differences through a
comparative analysis of two corresponding sections of the Quran and the Torah to assess the
validity of the claim of borrowing.

Methodology

This research employs a comparative-analytical approach to conduct a cross-textual study
of Surah A/-Hajj from the Quran and the Book of Hajji from the Torah. The comparison focuses
on two linguistic levels: phonetic and semantic. The data were gathered from exegetical,
linguistic, and historical sources, and the analysis was carried out based on the principles of
comparative linguistics. In this research, new and useful uses have been made of phonological
data to explain the sounds of the Arabic language.

Discussion

The study demonstrates that the possibility of the Quran borrowing from the Bible is zero
for two primary reasons. First, in terms of phonetic clarity, the Arabic language possesses
unique features such as a wide range of phonemes, phonetic distinctions, and a coherent sound
system, all of which contribute to its clarity and eloquence. In contrast, Hebrew lacks such
characteristics, as some of its sounds and structures exhibit ambiguity or insufficient distinction.
For example, the number of letters in the Hebrew language is lower than that in the Arabic
language. Similar letters, merging, richness, convergence of consonants, repetition of
consonants in a word, long vowels, misplaced syllables, etc. are all among the features that have
caused the ambiguity and lack of clarity of the Hebrew language in the Bible, especially in the
Hajj pilgrimage. Second, in terms of semantic clarity, the Quranic teachings are rational, justice-
centered, and aligned with human nature, making them comprehensible to all reflective minds.
In contrast, the Torah contains many ambiguous, complex, and sometimes mythical statements.
Notably, it exaggerates the superiority of the Israelites and portrays an anthropomorphic image
of God, which contradicts the Quran’s monotheistic and justice-based principles. In the Hajj
pilgrimage, the image of God presented is that of a helpless God who needs to rebuild his house,
and who complains helplessly about the destruction of his house and threatens people with
famine. These phrases are expressed as if God needed a place and location. While in the Holy
Quran, the purpose of building the house of God is the worship of the believers and their peace
in that place, and the prophets are asked to purify and build the house of God. This is because
of respecting the right of worship of the servants. In the Quran, sacrifices and offerings are to
prove the piety of the servants who are willing to spend their wealth in the way of God, and
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these sacrifices reach the poor. In the Bible, however, the sacrifice is for the priests. Many other
topics that are compared in the two parts of the Holy Quran and the Hajj pilgrimage indicate
the semantic ambiguity of the Holy Bible and the clarity of the Holy Quran. For example, in
the Bible, God has promised help and companionship or punishment to the Children of Israel.
However, it does not state the reason for this, while this issue is stated in the Holy Quran along
with its reason; mentioning these reasons prevents the emergence of superstitions that cause
some peoples, such as the Israelites, to fall into the illusion of racial superiority.

Conclusion

A comparative analysis of the Quran and the Bible reveals that the Quran was not derived
from the Torah but, instead, possesses distinct linguistic and conceptual features. The clear
differences between these texts, particularly in phonetic and semantic aspects, invalidate the
claim of borrowing and reinforce the Quran’s divine origin. Adaptation is realized if the adapted
text is at a lower level than the original text in terms of wording and meaning. However, when
a text is much more complete, eloquent, correct, and clearer than the original text, then the
second text cannot be considered an adaptation of the first text just because of the semantic
similarity of the two texts. In this case, it should be said that the second text has made the first
text more complete or has corrected and elevated it. The similarity of the Quran and the
Testaments is due to the fact that the source of revelation of these divine books is the same, and
the comparison that was made between Surah Al-Hajj and the Pilgrimage shows that the Quran
cannot be considered an adaptation of the Holy Book. The Holy Quran was revealed to explain
the facts and correct deviations that had previously occurred in the divine books. It is natural
that similar verbal elements were used for this reason, but this is completely different from the
nature of adaptation.
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