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Najashi,

In order to understand the history of developments and changes in Imamiyyah hadith, it
is necessary to review the sources of the predecessors such as al-Rijal al-Najashi. One of
the most influential Sheikhs of Najashi is Ibn Nuh Sirafi, who has chosen most of Qomi
documents and scholars to transmit Toroq. His Qomi teachers, like Hasan bin Hamza
Alavi, also learned their documents from Qom in the third and fourth centuries and
brought them to Baghdad. Before this generation, in the 3rd century, Ali ibn Ibrahim
Qomi and Ibn Bottah Qomi published some books on Companions of the Imams in Qom.
They borrowed the indexes from Kufa. The influence of Ibn Nuh's Rijali data is evident
in the two domains of "narrative" and "bibliography", each of which deals with judgments
on narrators and their books. Sometimes judgment about the status of a narrator is
confirmation or weakening, and sometimes it is evaluated through his book or its content.
Most of the religious data are obtained by Najashi, in the presence of the teacher, in the
form of listening and reading, and sometimes from a distance through writings, wills and
wejada. Our findings showed that the vague title and Abul Abbas’s disagreement in al-

Rijal al-Najashi are most likely attributable to Ibn Nuh.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In order to understand the history of Shiite hadith, paying attention to influential elders and
hadith scholars is an enlightening factor. Among the ancient Shiite sources of genealogy, Al-
Rijal al-Najashi is the most important genealogy book. Although Al-Najashi initially wrote his
book of genealogy with the intention of collecting the books of the companions of Imams and
books about Shia, useful information about the genealogy status of the narrators, descriptions
of the books and manuscripts, the classes of Al-Najashi's teachers in the fourth and third
centuries, and genealogical and historical data on some of the companions of the Imams can be
found in this book. Therefore, each time one studies this enduring work, he or she finds new
findings about the history of Shiite hadith. Among the teachers of Al-Najashi, Ahmad ibn Ali
ibn Nuh al-Sirafi is the most influential. This is because Najashi himself stated it and called him
"my teacher". A comprehensive and in-depth study of the book Al-Najashi Genealogy indicates
this claim.

Methodology

This research is organized in an analytical-descriptive manner and based on the study of
ancient sources of narration, hadith and history. The study of these sources showed that Ibn
Nuh's skill in identifying the narrators of the companions of Imams (pbuh) and the ways of
access to the books of these narrators led him to gain comprehensive information about the
narrators of hadith. Thus, it is a reliable reference for the "Rijal" of Najashi. Ibn Nuh's mastery
of the Sunni narrators is also noteworthy, because it is clear from Najashi's statements that Ibn
Nuh had read the Rijal books of Bukhari (d. 256 AH) and quoted from them. Sometimes, when
giving his chain of references, Najashi mentions his teacher alongside famous and great masters
of Baghdad such as Sheikh Mufid (d. 410 AH) and Ghaza'iri. He also sometimes begins with
the general expression "Hadathna Jamaa'ah Ashabuna (may Allah have mercy on him)" and
then mentions Ibn Nuh followed by Sheikh Mufid and Ghaza'iri. At times, Najashi refrains from
mentioning the names of other teachers and only refers to Ibn Nuh by name.

Findings

Our findings showed that Najashi has narrated nearly two hundred ways of the book using
Ibn Nuh's documents and ways. In these cases, Najashi sometimes referred to him as "Ibn Nuh",
sometimes as "Ahmad bin Ali", and sometimes with the absolute nickname "Abu al-Abbas".
Ibn Nuh received these chains of materials from 28 masters. Ibn Nuh received most of his
contents from four of his masters including "Hasan bin Hamzah Al-Alawi" (d. 358 AH),
"Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Dawood Qummi" (d. 368 AH), "Husayn bin Ali bin Sufyan
Bazufari" (d. 352 AH), and "Muhammad bin Ahmad Safwani". Ibn Nuh makes judgments about
the content of the books, which indicates that he had the original books in his possession.
Najashi also uses interpretations that show that he had some books of the early narrators and
even recited the concepts in the books to a master like Ibn Nuh. Najashi frequently uses the
phrase "Qarato Ala Abi al-Abbas Ahmad bin Ali bin Nouh". The findings of the research
showed that Al-Najashi certainly had all or some of Ibn Nuh’s books in his possession and
studied them. Although Ibn Nuh’s books are now missing, it is possible to reconstruct parts of
Ibn Nuh’s book based on the recurring patterns of narrations in parts of the book “Rijal al-
Najashi.” Almost all of the methods of transmitting hadiths introduced in the books of Dirayah,
“Sama’”, “Qira’at”, “Kitabat”, “Wasyat” and “Wejadah” were used by Al-Najashi and are
among the cases that Al-Najashi has specified. If we want to statistically show the amount of
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the documents received by the Qomi hadith scholars for Ibn Nuh, there is no doubt that the huge
volume and the large part of these documents were received by him through "Hasan ibn Hamzah
Alawi". Hassan ibn Hamzah is a traveling and well-traveled hadith scholar of the fourth century
who was originally from Tabaristan and traveled to most of the important cities of Iran such as
Khorasan. He settled in Ray and Qom, heard a lot of hadiths from Ali Ibn Ibrahim, Ibn Battah
Qomi and the descendants of Barqi and Hamiri, and brought his documents to Baghdad on two
trips. Even though Ibn Nuh lived in Basra and Iraq and is considered affiliated with the school
of hadith in Baghdad and Kufa, due to the selection of Qomi scholars, such as Hasan bin Hamza
Alawi, Ibn Dawud Qomi, Sheikh Sadouq and Ibn Walid, he mostly transferred Qomi references
to the Rijal al-Najashi.

Conclusion

When we examine the chain of references from Ibn Nuh to the narrators of the book and the
authors of the Principles of the Four Noble Truths, we find that approximately every fifty years,
the geographical area of Imamiyyah hadith shifts between the cities of Iraq and Iran. To
understand the process of changing the history of Shiite hadith, we go back period by period,
from the fifth century, when Ibn Nuh lived, to the second century, when the narrators of the
Imams lived. If Ibn Nuh was in Baghdad during the peak of the flourishing of hadith and
cataloging, then fifty years before Qom, this shift of the hadith domain from Qom to Baghdad
gradually occurred. Then, the peak of the flourishing of the Qom school of hadith, then the shift
from Kufa to Qom, then the peak of the Kufyan hadith, and finally the connection to the
narrators of the book in the era of the Sadeghins are the steps of the evolution of Imamiyyah
hadith.

The main influence of Ibn Nuh's rijal data on the book "Rijal al-Najashi" can be discussed
in two domains: narration and bibliography. In the discussions of narration, either "judgment”
about the narrators has occurred in the form of "authentication and weakening" or "class
information" or "historical information" or "genealogical" data. In the "bibliography" domain,
Ibn Nuh's information has usually been related to the description and judgment of books when
describing the "methods of the book" or the "content of the book". On the other hand, the
examination of each of Ibn Nuh's documents showed that Najashi usually received this rijal
data through listening or reading in the presence of a teacher, and sometimes through writing
and correspondence, and sometimes with a "will" from Ibn Nuh or finding the books of Ibn
Nuh and "Wajada". Abu al-Abbas is an absolute and unparalleled nickname that Najashi used
many times. He quoted from him and his book Rijal. Scholars usually disagree on whether the
nickname of Abu al-Abbas refers to Ibn Uqda and Ibn Nuh. Considering two reasons: the
context and the style of writing of Najashi's Rijal, it seems that this nickname refers to Ibn Nuh.
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