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Many Western thinkers believe that the Quran has a fragmented content; however,
Muslim scholars reject this belief and strive to demonstrate the structural coherence of
the Quranic text. Therefore, using a descriptive-analytical method, this article examines
the approach of contemporary Quranic researcher, "Nawin Rida," as his structural
classification of the surahs of the Quran, such as the divisions and contexts, distinguishes
itself in a systematic manner. Rida discusses two structural compositions: linear and
circular, in Surah Al-Imran. He divides the entire Surah Al-Imran into three parts based
on thematic content, each with its own specific sub-topic that will be expressed in a
circular or thematic composition, and he investigates each of the three sections of the
Surah in terms of linear and lexical composition. Thus, he structurally provides a means
to counter the criticisms of Orientalists regarding long Medinan surahs such as Al-Imran.
However, there are some methodological criticisms in Rida's classification; for instance,
he overlooks certain topics and words that could have contributed to a better
understanding of the structure and content. Additionally, Rida does not consider the
repetition of key words in the Surah and fails to mention some words in sections where
they have been repeated. This indicates the need for greater precision in analyzing and
interpreting the Quranic text and emphasizes the importance of thoroughly examining the

foundations of classification before presenting interpretations.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
This study conducts a structural analysis of Stirat Al ‘Imran through the lens of symmetrical

order, employing Navin Rada’s innovative method to demonstrate the surah’s intrinsic
coherence and thematic unity. In response to critical perspectives, particularly certain
Orientalist claims regarding the disjointed nature of Qur’anic verses, this research
systematically examines thematic divisions and lexical patterns to affirm the text’s holistic
integrity, highlighting the deliberate function of ring structures and repetitions in shaping the
surah’s composition.

The authors critically engage with classical exegetical works, including those of Ibn Zubayr
al-Gharnati, Burhan al-Din al-Biqa‘T (d. 885/1480), and others, while integrating contemporary
analytical frameworks to evaluate structural and narrative dimensions. Beyond illustrating the
surah’s high degree of structural coherence, this study critiques segmentation-based approaches

and proposes a systematic model for deciphering its symmetrical order.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, combining rigorous library research
with critical examination of both primary Qur'anic texts and secondary exegetical sources. The
investigation focuses on analyzing the structure of Surah Al-‘Imran through the theoretical
framework of symmetrical order, with particular attention to:

1. Textual Analysis Components: Systematic examination of lexical repetitions and their
rhetorical functions,Precise identification of thematic segmentation patterns,Detailed mapping
of ring structures (concentric literary patterns).

2 Data Organization and Visualization:Methodical organization of verse data into analytical
tables,Graphical representation through structural diagrams.

3. Comparative Analytical Framework: Application of Navin Rada's innovative symmetrical
analysis approach,Critical comparison with Raymond Farrin's ring composition
theory,Comprehensive evaluation of existing segmentation methodologies.

Key Methodological Contributions: Reveals how repetitive elements serve as intentional
structural devices, Demonstrates the surah's textual unity through its symmetrical
architecture,Provides a balanced critique of both traditional and contemporary approaches to
Qur'anic structure analysis.

Findings

The findings from the structural analysis of Surah Al ‘Imran reveal profound textual unity
and coherence, achieved through strategic lexical repetitions and thematic segmentation. The
opening section of the surah employs key phrases, such as “La ilaha illa Huwa” and ““al-Islam”
repeatedly, which play a pivotal role in shaping its linear and lexical structure. These repetitions
not only reinforce the surah’s central themes but also enhance its internal harmony.

Furthermore, the surah’s circular architecture, divided into three main segments with stylistic
devices like anaphora, emphasizes a return to core motifs, such as “Ya Ahl al-Kitab” and “Ya
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ayyuha alladhina amani” .This symmetrical arrangement underscores a deliberate structural
order.

A close examination of Nevin Reda’s segmentation model demonstrates that the surah
consists of three thematically distinct sections, each exhibiting unique linear and circular
compositional features. The second segment, addressing the People of the Scripture, reinforces
tawhid while establishing a dialogical framework between religious communities. The third
and longest section shifts focus to the believers, employing repetitive exhortations (e.g., “Ya
ayyuha alladhina amanii”) to emphasize divine commandments and communal unity.

While Reda’s analysis effectively highlights the surah’s coherence through circular and
repetitive structures, it overlooks certain lexical repetitions and narrowly defines some
concepts. Comparatively, Raymond Farrin’s structural approach differs in its interpretation of
thematic repetition patterns. However, Reda’s model, with its emphasis on converging themes
and lexical echoes, more convincingly explains the surah’s unified message.

These findings affirm that, despite its apparent episodic nature, the Qur’an exhibits a
meticulously organized structure. Through repetition, symmetry, and thematic recursion, it
delivers a cohesive theological and discursive narrative to its audience.

Conclusion

This study’s findings affirm that Nevin Reda’s theory of symmetrical order serves as a robust
framework for structurally re-examining Surah Al ‘Imran. The analysis reveals that the surah’s
intrinsic coherence, achieved through strategic lexical repetitions and circular structures,
effectively challenges Orientalist critiques of the Qur’anic text’s alleged fragmentation.By
segmenting the surah into thematic-linear and circular-symmetrical units, the study underscores
how core messages, such as tawhid and adherence to prophetic guidance, are reinforced.
Simultaneously, the dialogical interplay between believers and the Ahl al-Kitab unveils
nuanced dimensions of Islamic calls for unity. While Reda’s model has limitations (e.g.,
omitting some lexical repetitions and subjective verse divisions), this research demonstrates its
efficacy in uncovering the Qur’an’s semantic-structural depth. Future studies should:

1. Combine methodologies (e.g., comparative analysis with Raymond Farrin’s structural
theories),

2 Systematically map repetition patterns across other surahs, and

3. Critically engage with segmentation models to refine their applicability.

Ultimately, this study advances contemporary Qur’anic scholarship by:Highlighting the
text’s unified architecture,Validating repetition-based analysis as a key hermeneutical tool, and
proposing a foundation for deeper structural exegesis in ‘ulim al-Qur’an.
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