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The Quran has outlined the proper method of verbal communication in various situations.
Verse 148 of Surah An-Nisa is one such instance, where it condemns the public uttering
of evil words, yet it permits it for those who have been wronged. Relying on this verse,
some individuals consider certain forms of verbal abuse permissible in seeking redress.
However, this deviant interpretation of the verse creates an environment conducive to
social harms. Therefore, this study has undertaken a critical and case-based analysis of
the mentioned expression with a social approach to criticize and analyze the proposed
instances and identify those that align with the intended wisdom of seeking redress.

The findings of this research, conducted through analysis and criticism, indicate that cases
such as cursing and swearing contradict other Quranic verses and the conduct of religious
leaders. These instances also fail to achieve the logical and rational benefits expected
from seeking redress, which is for the wronged to attain their rights. However,
considering the context of the verse, interpretive hadiths, and Quranic applications of evil
and injustice, the term "evil" refers to the injustice itself. The verse intends to say that, if
an injustice occurs, it is permissible for the wronged to expose it. Based on this meaning,
there remains no justification for various forms of verbal abuse, such as cursing and

swearing, to seek redress, whether individually or collectively.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This research aims to critically analyze the possible interpretations of the phrase "al-jahra
bi'l-su' min al-qawl" in verse 148 of Surah Al-Nisa (Allah does not like the public mention of
evil except by one who has been wronged. And ever is Allah Hearing and Knowing). This verse
allows the oppressed to seek justice and expose the injustice done to them. However, some
interpreters have used this verse to justify cursing or swearing in seeking redress. This study
aims to critically examine these views and demonstrate that they are incompatible with other
Quranic verses and the teachings of religious leaders. Additionally, the research aims to clarify

the precise meaning of "al-jahra bi al-su
injustice by the oppressed.

and determine the limits and conditions for exposing

Methodology

The research employs an analytical and critical approach, utilizing interpretive resources,
relevant traditions, and the context of Quranic verses. Initially, various perspectives on the
phrase "al-jahra bi al-su' min al-qawl" are collected and then evaluated using internal and
external evidence from the verse. The study assesses all the arguments presented by scholars,
identifying their strengths and weaknesses. Furthermore, the connection between this verse and
other Quranic verses and religious traditions is considered to provide a more comprehensive
interpretation.

Findings

As the study reveals, some interpreters have allowed any form of abuse against the
oppressor, while others have specified cursing or swearing. However, neither the generalization
of abuse nor cursing or swearing is intended by this verse. The generalization is rejected based
on a fundamental principle. Regarding cursing, the oldest interpretive view is a tradition from
Sunni sources attributed to Abdul Karim, which is considered weak due to its disconnected
chain of references. This tradition has been incorporated into both Sunni and Shia
interpretations, suggesting that cursing is one of the permissible forms of "evil speech" for the
oppressed. However, such interpretations are in conflict with the general principles of the Quran
and the conduct of religious leaders. One of the major reasons for this conflict is that the Quran
consistently emphasizes the importance of decorum in speech and condemns abusive language,
even when dealing with enemies. For example, another Quranic verse states "And do not revile
those who invoke other than Allah, lest they revile Allah in revenge without knowledge"
(An'am: 108). Therefore, cursing is rejected even in defense of one's rights.

In addition, interpretive traditions emphasize that exposing injustice must be accompanied
by ethical considerations. For instance, during a war with enemies, Imam Ali (pbuh) did not
permit his companions to curse; instead, he advised them to refrain from retaliatory abusive
language. These recommendations demonstrate that Islam emphasizes preserving human
dignity even in the most challenging situations.
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A detailed analysis of the phrase "al-jahra bi al-su'" reveals a subtle distinction between this
expression and "evil speech". If the Quran intended mere evil speech, it would have used the

simpler term "evil speech". However, the use of "al-jahra bi al-su" indicates that exposing
injustice is a specific act, not just any form of undesirable speech. Therefore, the primary
meaning of "su" is the injustice itself, and it is permissible for the oppressed to expose it.
Furthermore, the phrase "min al-qawl" is explanatory and does not imply that God has
prohibited other forms of exposure; rather, it mentions speech because verbal exposure was the
common method at the time of revelation.

The research accepts the interpretation that the intended meaning of the verse is to allow the
oppressed to publicly declare the injustice done to them, which is not considered sinful or
reprehensible. This declaration can occur in various forms, such as public criticism or
complaint, as some contemporary interpreters have used the term "criticism" for the public
exposure of injustice.

In interpretations, three benefits of exposing "su" are mentioned, including consolation and
revenge, forbidding evil, and the oppressed achieving their rights. Regardless of whether the
first benefit is ethically relevant, the actual legal benefit of allowing the declaration of "su",
which is the oppressed achieving their rights, cannot be achieved through cursing or swearing.
In fact, cursing and other forms of abusive language may have adverse effects on restoring the
oppressed person's rights and impose undesirable consequences on the society. In contrast,
simple exposing of injustice is sufficient, logical, and rational for the oppressed to redress their
rights.Some interpreters who follow the social teachings and directives of the Quran have
considered protests and strikes against injustice as examples of "al-jahra bi al-su'", finding them
effective in social demands. However, these measures are necessary only when civil institutions
are weak. In modern civilized societies, where civil and judicial institutions can effectively
advocate for the rights of the oppressed, exposing injustice through such means is not essential.
Undoubtedly, the verse permits but does not obligate "al-jahra". Moreover, just as individual
redress, no abusive language is permissible in any way; only exposing injustice is allowed.

Conclusion

Based on the findings, there is no justification for using abusive language in seeking redress.
The oppressed should limit themselves to exposing injustice and seeking their rights without
resorting to abusive speech. This approach aligns with Quranic teachings and preserves human
dignity. Therefore, religious scholars and researchers should pay closer attention to the context
of Quranic verses to provide interpretations that align with Islamic ethical principles.
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